
Background

Ben read History (BA) at the University of Kent before completing the GDL and LPC at the 
University of Law.

Practice and experience

Ben’s experience encompasses a variety of general commercial litigation and arbitration, civil 
fraud, banking and insolvency disputes, acting for clients including HNW individuals, groups of 
investors, shareholders, banks, funders and insolvency practitioners. Ben has represented clients 
in the High Court, Court of Appeal and is familiar with applying for permission to appeal to the 
Supreme Court. Often the matters that Ben has been involved in have an international dimension 
to them with particular experience in the Turks and Caicos Islands and the USA.

Recent work of note has included the High Court’s decision in Deutsche Bank AG –v- (1) Sebastian 
Holdings Inc (2) Mr Alexander Vik [2020] EWHC 3536 (Comm) concerning committal applications 
and the strict procedural requirements which parties have to comply with when making allegations 
of contempt and the effect of the new CPR Part 81.

In addition, Ben has been involved in advising tech companies in respect of breach of confidence 
and breach of warranty claims arising out of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ben also has significant 
experience relating to cost proceedings having been involved in what is thought to be the largest 
detailed assessment to come before the Senior Courts Cost Office. The costs claimed were in 
excess of £53 million.

Ben is familiar with ADR, including mediation and without prejudice negotiations. Ben is also 
familiar with arbitration having been involved in a large product liability arbitration on behalf of 
a group of individuals.

Ben is an Associate at Keidan Harrison LLP, having joined the firm in 
November 2021. Ben trained at Brecher LLP where he qualified into 
their commercial disputes team as a solicitor in 2020. During his training 
contract he spent a year focussing on commercial litigation.
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Deutsche Bank AG –v- Sebastian Holdings Inc. and Alexander Vik Docket No. X08 FST CV 13 
5014167 S 7 September 2021
Assisted US counsel successfully in the consideration and preparation of an expert report in 
respect of piercing the corporate veil under English and Welsh and Turks and Caicos Islands law in 
relation to alter ego proceedings commenced by the claimant/plaintiff in Connecticut.

Amicus Finance PLC (in Administration) –v- Five Rivers 2 UK Limited [2021] EWHC 438 (Ch)
Acted successfully for the claimant in respect of possession proceedings brought against 
the defendant relating to a high value property. The matter dealt with issues of alleged oral 
misrepresentations given by the claimant to the defendant. However, the Court ultimately found 
that the alleged misrepresentations had no basis.

Deutsche Bank AG –v- (1) Sebastian Holdings Inc (2) Alexander Vik [2020] EWHC 3536 (Comm)
Acted for the second defendant in respect of a CPR Part 81 committal application arising out of 
a $350 million judgment debt including a strike out and amendment application. The judgment 
provides detailed guidance on committal applications and the effect of the new CPR Part 81.

(1)Sebastian Holdings Inc. (2) Shane Crooks and (3) Malcolm Cohen (acting as Joint Receivers of 
SHI) –v- (1) Sarek Holdings Ltd (2) Alexander Vik (3) Otto Inc. (5) Reiten & Co Capital Parters VI, 
GP Limited 96) Reiten & Co Capital Partners VII, GP Limited (7) Sebastian Holdings Inc (acting by 
its Director) CL-119/2018 Supreme Court of the Turks and Caicos Islands 4 September 2020
Acted for the second defendant in respect of a recognition summons brought by the Receivers 
seeking recognition of the TCI court to exercise certain powers vested to them on the terms of a 
Receivership Order granted by the High Court in England & Wales and an application to set aside 
service of an order obtained ex parte upon the second defendant. Both of which raised interesting 
points in relating to the jurisdiction of the TCI court. 

Deutsche Bank AG -v- (1) Sebastian Holdings Inc (2) Alexander Vik [2020] EWHC B16 (Costs), 
[2020] EWHC B24 (Costs), [2021] EWHC B4 (Costs), [2021] EWHC B10 (Costs)
Acted for the second defendant in all aspects of costs proceedings where the bill of costs was 
in excess of £53 million. This case dealt with a wide range of issues relating to costs including (i) 
the rate and period of interest recoverable, (ii) the scope of the costs order, (iii) the applicable 
exchange rate, (iv) recoverability of expert fees and (v) an application for an interim costs 
certificate in the sum of £1.5 million prior to the proceedings ending.

Peter Singh Sangha -v- Amicus Finance Plc (in Administration) [2020] EWHC 1074 (Ch)
Acted successfully for the respondent in respect of an appeal against the Court’s refusal to set 
aside a possession order on basis that it was not a final order. Issues of the finality of orders and 
the test for setting aside a final order were considered.

Alexander Vik -v- Deutsche Bank [2018] EWCA Civ 2011
Acted for the appellant in a challenge to the Court’s jurisdiction over committal proceedings 
brought against a foreign non-domicile former director.

Representative case examples

Other matters

Acted on behalf of a group of investors in respect of potential claims against a company which had 
failed to make good on returns promised under a bondholder agreement. This included liaising with 
third parties in the Ukraine and Russia.

Acted on behalf of a software company in respect of claims for breach of confidence, injunctive 
relief refraining the defendant from using confidential information it had obtained and/or 
marketing/selling such information and an order for delivery up of said confidential information.

Acted on behalf of the sellers of an IT company in respect of a breach of warranty claim brought 
by the purchasers relating to the company’s accounts and financial performance during the 
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COVID-19 pandemic. This included considering the potential liability of the company’s auditors.

Advised a logistics company in respect of proceedings brought against them under an oral 
agreement for delivery up of goods held by them for the world’s largest marketing company. 
Acting for a challenger bank in respect of a claim for possession and a guarantee claim.
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